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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 4/27/2009 . 

2. lEI The allowed claim(s) is/are 22.23.29-35.56.57 and 59-61 . 
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a) Dan b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to comnnunication filed on 4/27/2009. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to tlie record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Claim 22. (currently amended) An electronic commerce system, comprising: 
a host, configured for operation by a host owner, suitably adapted for two-way electronic 
communication between the host owner and a plurality of distributors, each of said 
plurality of distributors offering an electronic inventory of merchandise comprising 
discrete items[[;]] . and said host suitably adapted to issue electronic orders to the 
plurality of distributors in response to purchase requests received; and 

a store builder web site suitably adapted to, in response to a request from a store 
owner during access to the web site , create a an electronic store managed by the host 
for the store owner, said electronic store prov i d i ng a consum e r to provide each of a 
plurality of consumers with access, via said distributors, to at least one merchandise 
item selected from the inventory, the access comprising presentation on one or more 
web pages to each of the plurality of consumers at the time that the respective 
consumer accesses the electronic store, and the electronic store configured to support 
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electronic order taking and transactional processing for a plurality of sales transactions 
directly between respective ones of the plurality of consumers and the store owner: and 

wherein the creation of the store comprises, during the access to the store 
builder web site by the store owner: 

receiving one or more selections from the store owner for customization of the 
appearance of the store: 

receiving a store name from the store owner: 

presenting to the store owner a plurality of store types for selection in building 
the store, each of the plurality of store types associated with a different product theme: 

receiving from the store owner an identification of a plurality of products to be 
offered in the store, at least a portion of the plurality of products to be presented to the 
store owner by the store builder web site for selection by the store owner: and 

receiving from the store owner a new URL for access to the store by each of the 
plurality of consumers. 



Claim 31 . (currently amended) The electronic commerce system of claim 22, wherein 
said store bu il d e r sells private label items distributed by the store owner in addition to 
the merchandise items available via the plurality of distributors. 
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Claim 59. (currently amended) An electronic commerce system, comprising: 

a host, configured for operation by a host owner, suitably adapted for two-way 
electronic communication between the host owner and a plurality of distributors, each of 
said plurality of distributors offering an electronic inventory of merchandise comprising 
discrete items[[;]] , and said host suitably adapted to issue electronic orders to the 
plurality of distributors in response to purchase requests received; 

a store builder web site suitably adapted to, in response to a request from a store 
owner during access to the web site , create a an electronic store managed by the host 
for the store owner, said electronic store prov i d i ng a consum e r to provide each of a 
plurality of consumers with access, via said distributors, to at least one merchandise 
item selected from the inventory, the access comprising presentation on one or more 
web pages to each of the plurality of consumers at the time that the respective 
consumer accesses the electronic store, and the electronic store configured to support 
electronic order taking and transactional processing for a plurality of sales transactions 
directly between respective ones of the plurality of consumers and the store owner: and 
wherein the creation of the store comprises, during the access to the store builder web 
site by the store owner: and 

wherein the creation of the store comprises, during the access to the store 
builder web site by the store owner: 

receiving one or more selections from the store owner for customization of the 
appearance of the store: 
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receiving a store name from the store owner: 

presenting to tlie store owner a plurality of store types for selection in building tlie 
store, each of the plurality of store types associated with a different product theme: 

receiving from the store owner an identification of a plurality of products to be 
offered in the store, at least a portion of the plurality of products to be presented to the 
store owner by the store builder web site for selection by the store owner: and 

receiving from the store owner a new URL for access to the store by each of the 
plurality of consumers: and 

wherein: 

the store owner is a first store owner, af»4 the store is a first store, and the new 
URL is to prov i d e th e consum e r w i th ele ctron i c acc e ss to th e f i rst stor e; and the store 
builder is further suitably adapted to, in response to a request from a second store 
owner, create a second store managed by the host for the second store owner, each of 
the first and second stores to be customized by the respective first and second store 
owners to offer products for sale by e-commerce, the second store having a second 
URL to provide the consumer with electronic access to the second store. 

Claim 60. (currently amended) An electronic commerce system, comprising: 
a host, configured for operation by a host owner, suitably adapted for two-way 
electronic communication between the host owner and a plurality of distributors, each of 
said plurality of distributors offering an electronic inventory of merchandise comprising 
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discrete itenns[[;]] . and said liost suitably adapted to issue electronic orders to the 
plurality of distributors in response to purchase requests received; 

a store builder web site suitably adapted to, in response to a request from a store 
owner during access to the web site, create an electronic store managed by the host for 
the store owner, said electronic store to provide each of a plurality of consumers with 
access, via said distributors, to at least one merchandise item selected from the 
inventory, the access comprising presentation on one or more web pages to each of the 
plurality of consumers at the time that the respective consumer accesses the electronic 
store, and the electronic store configured to support electronic order taking and 
transactional processing for a plurality of sales transactions directly between respective 
ones of the plurality of consumers and the store owner; and 

wherein the creation of the store comprises, during the access to the store 
builder web site by the store owner: 

receiving one or more selections from the store owner for customization of the 
appearance of the store; 

receiving a store name from the store owner; 

presenting to the store owner a plurality of store types for selection in building the 
store, each of the plurality of store types associated with a different product theme; 
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receiving from tlie store owner an identification of a plurality of products to be 
offered in the store, at least a portion of the plurality of products to be presented to the 
store owner by the store builder web site for selection by the store owner; and 

receiving from the store owner a new URL for access to the store by each of the 
plurality of consumers. 

Claim 61 . (currently amended) An electronic commerce system, comprising: 
a host, configured for operation by a host owner, suitably adapted for two-way 
electronic communication between the host owner and a plurality of distributors, each of 
said plurality of distributors offering an electronic inventory of merchandise comprising 
discrete items[[;]] , and said host suitably adapted to issue electronic orders to the 
plurality of distributors in response to purchase requests received; 

a store builder web site suitably adapted to, in response to a request from a store 
owner during access to the web site, create a an electronic store managed by the host 
for the store owner, said electronic store prov i d i ng a consum e r to provide each of a 
plurality of consumers with access, via said distributors, to at least one merchandise 
item selected from the inventory, the access comprising presentation on one or more 
web pages to each of the plurality of consumers at the time that the respective 
consumer accesses the electronic store, and the electronic store configured to support 
electronic order taking and transactional processing for a plurality of sales transactions 
directly between respective ones of the plurality of consumers and the store owner: and 
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wherein the creation of the store comprises, during the access to the store 
builder web site by the store owner: 

receiving one or more selections from the store owner for customization of the 
appearance of the store: 

receiving a store name from the store owner: 

presenting to the store owner a plurality of store types for selection in building the 
store, each of the plurality of store types associated with a different product theme: 

receiving from the store owner an identification of a plurality of products to be 
offered in the store, at least a portion of the plurality of products to be presented to the 
store owner by the store builder web site for selection by the store owner: and 

receiving from the store owner a new URL for access to the store by each of the 
plurality of consumers: and 



wherein the host is further suitably adapted so that the operation of the host by 
the host owner is indiscernible to the consumer. 
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Authorization for tliis examiner's amendment was given in a teleplione interview 
witli Bruce T. Neel registration number 37,406 on July 1 , 2009. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Tlie present invention is directed to a store owner typically desires to customize a 
store in order to prepare for future sales to online customers (i.e., consumers) managed 
by a host. 

The closest prior art are: 

Robinson, John, Fruit of the loom stitches web service for distributors. Network 
world, June 3, 1996 teaches a Web-based ordering system for 50 distributors of its 
Activewear product line. Each distributor will be provided with a custom Web site to 
enable its customers to review inventory online, check availability and prices, and order 
products. Snickelways Interactive, a digital marketing company, is developing the 
interface for the Activewear Online application and constructing the Web sites. 

Jonhson (5,712,989) teaches a computerized inventory management system to 
handle purchase orders from a customer to a Distributor 30. 

Article titled" iCat Commerce Online Opens for Business, Now Every Business in 
the World Can have a Free Store on the Internet" teaches allowing a store owner to 
create an Online Website using guided help menus. 
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Independent claims 22, 59, 60 and 61 identify the uniquely distinct feature of "a 
host, configured for operation by a host owner, suitably adapted for two-way 
electronic communication between the host owner and a plurality of distributors, 
each of said plurality of distributors offering an electronic inventory of 
merchandise comprising discrete items, and said host suitably adapted to issue 
electronic orders to the plurality of distributors in response to purchase requests 
received; a store builder web site suitably adapted to, in response to a request 
from a store owner during access to the web site^ create an electronic store 
managed by the host for the store owner, said electronic store to provide each of 
a plurality of consumers with access, via said distributors, to at least one 
merchandise item selected from the inventory, the access comprising 
presentation on one or more web pages to each of the plurality of consumers at 
the time that the respective consumer accesses the electronic store, and the 
electronic store configured to support electronic order taking and transactional 
processing for a plurality of sales transactions directly between respective ones 
of the plurality of consumers and the store owner;.... and receiving from the 
store owner an identification of a plurality of products to be offered in the store, 
at least a portion of the plurality of products to be presented to the store owner 
by the store builder web site for selection by the store owner; and receiving from 
the store owner a new URL for access to the store by each of the plurality of 
consumers". 
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Any comnnents considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Point of contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raquel Alvarez whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6715. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James w. Myhre can be reached on (571)272-6722. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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